[Human atrial natriuretic peptide: a secretory product of the heart and its significance for physiology and clinical practice].
This review deals with the physiological and clinical importance of human atrial natriuretic peptide (hANP). This peptide, which is produced by the myocardial cells of the right atrium, induces a diuretic and natriuretic response and has an inhibitory effect on aldosterone secretion. Recent elucidation of the peptide's structure represents the latest achievement in the search for an endogenous, natriuretic and hypotensive substance and has resulted in the publication of much, partly only preliminary data of its role within the homeostatic control of body sodium and water, as well as in various pathological disorders. The extensive literature is reviewed.